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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and the Children’s Trust Fund are committed to bringing child abuse 

prevention to the forefront. Together, we’re engaging local and statewide stakeholders to identify areas of need 

for families facing difficult challenges and children in danger of harm.

This toolkit, along with other information and resources, is available to families and community  

organizations as part of our effort to help keep our children safe and healthy. 

A report of child abuse is made every 10 seconds 
in the United States.*

*American Society for the Positive Care of Children and Child Help
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About 30%  
of abused and neglected children  
will later abuse their own children,  
continuing the cycle of abuse.1

What you need to know about child abuse and neglect

At least one in seven children has experienced child abuse or neglect in the past year. Abuse can occur in a variety of forms — physical, emotional and sexual. 
Neglect is defined as failing to meet basic physical and emotional needs of the child, including housing, food, education and access to medical care.

Here’s what to know about child abuse and neglect in the U.S.:

In 2019,  

7.9 million  
child abuse reports were received.  
The highest rate of child abuse was for 
children under one year old (25.7 per 1,000).1

Sources:
1American Society for the Positive Care of Children, Department of Health and Human Services

State agencies identified an estimated  

1,840 children  
who died as a result of abuse and neglect,  
an average of five children per day.2

80%  
of 21-year-olds who reported 
childhood abuse met the criteria for 
at least one psychological disorder.3

Children who experience child abuse  
and neglect in their childhood  
are approximately  

9 times more likely to  
become involved in criminal activity.1

2Administration for Children & Families 3National Library of Medicine

Child abuse and neglect statistics

https://americanspcc.org/child-abuse-statistics/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/report/child-maltreatment-2019
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8866117/
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What you need to know about child abuse and neglect

Child abuse and neglect, paired with adverse childhood experiences, or ACEs, can have a tremendous affect on lifelong health, opportunity and well-being if left untreated. 
ACEs are potential traumatic events that occur in childhood (0-17 years), such as experiencing violence, abuse or neglect; witnessing violence in the home; and having a 
family member attempt or die by suicide.

Exposure to ACEs can disrupt healthy brain development, affect social development, compromise immune systems and lead to substance misuse and other unhealthy 
coping behaviors.

Adverse childhood experiences statistics

Here’s what to know about ACEs in Michigan:

66%  
of adults reported at least one 
adverse experience as a child.

7 out of 10  
adults (4.4 million surveyed) 
reported having one or more ACEs.

Adults with  

higher reported  
ACE scores are more likely to 
engage in risk behaviors and 
experience chronic diseases.

Percentage of 
Michigan adults that 
experienced abuse in 

their childhood.

Verbal abuse 

38%
Physical abuse 

26%

Sexual abuse 

14%

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/2019_ACEs_Michigan_Adult_Infographic_FINAL_DRAFT_738359_7.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0lARl8YDabHIyahAKAoDtPCvhWksR7GEbmix90TPqQBuU657se6udAHeY
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Child abuse and neglect FAQs

What is defined1 as child abuse and child neglect?

Child abuse: Harm or threatened harm to a child’s health or welfare that 
occurs through non-accidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual 
exploitation or maltreatment by a parent, a legal guardian or any other person 
responsible for the child’s health or welfare, or by a teacher, a teacher’s aide or a 
member of the clergy.

Child neglect: Harm or threatened harm to a child’s health or welfare by a parent, 
legal guardian or any other person responsible for the child’s health or welfare that 
occurs through either of the following:

• Negligent treatment, including the failure to provide adequate food, clothing, 
shelter or medical care

• Placing a child at an unreasonable risk to the child’s health or welfare by failure 
of the parent, legal guardian or other person responsible for the child’s health 
or welfare to intervene to eliminate that risk when that person is able to do so 
and has, or should have, knowledge of the risk

What are some of the indicators of child abuse and neglect?

There are various common physical and behavioral indicators of physical and 
sexual abuse and neglect. These may include visible injuries to the child’s body, 
whether it be severe, occur in a pattern or frequently. As for behavioral signs,  
a child’s actions, attitudes and emotions can indicate the possibility of abuse  
or neglect. 

When and how do I report an instance of child abuse and neglect?

A report should be made by any person who has reasonable cause to suspect  
a child under 18 years of age has been abused, neglected or exploited.

File a report online at newmibridges.michigan.gov or call Children’s Protective 
Services at 1-855-444-3911. If the child is in immediate danger, immediately  
call 911.

What is human trafficking?

Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery. This crime occurs when a 
trafficker uses force, fraud or coercion to control another person for the purpose  
of engaging in commercial sex acts or soliciting labor or services against  
his or her will. Force, fraud or coercion need not be present if the individual 
engaging in commercial sex is under 18 years of age.

To make a human trafficking report, the National Human Trafficking Hotline  
at 1-888-373-7888.

Frequently asked questions about child abuse and neglect

1 https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_7119_50648---,00.html

https://www.dorightbykids.org/how-do-i-recognize-child-abuse-and-neglect/what-are-the-indicators-of-possible-child-abuse-and-neglect/
http://newmibridges.michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_7119_50648---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_7119_50648---,00.html
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_7119_50648---,00.html
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Reporting child abuse and neglect

Making a report of child abuse and neglect

Anyone, including a child, who suspects child abuse or neglect, can make a report by calling 1-855-444-3911 or 911 in case of an emergency.  
In addition, the Child Protection Law requires certain professionals to report suspected child abuse or neglect. Review the Mandated Reporters section of the 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services website for more details.

• Reports of suspected child abuse or neglect will either be:

– Assigned for investigation

– Rejected

– Transferred to another agency for investigation, such as law enforcement or the Bureau of Child and Adult Licensing

• Reports must meet the following three criteria to be assigned for investigation:

– The alleged victim is under 18 years of age.

– The alleged perpetrator is a parent, legal guardian or other person responsible for the child's health and welfare.

– The allegations minimally meet the child abuse and neglect definitions in the Child Protection Law.

If you need help making a child abuse or neglect report, search for community partners located near you at MI Bridges.

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(112wwqyht5uccvfcolee2cvz))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-act-238-of-1975&userid=
http://michigan.gov/dhs/0,4562,7-124-7119_50648_44443---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_7119_50648_7193---,00.html
https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/isd-landing-page?language=en_US
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Statewide organizations and helpful links

Association for Children’s Mental Health, or ACMH | http://www.acmh-mi.org/

ACMH provides information, support, resources, referral and advocacy for children and youth with mental, emotional or behavioral disorders and their families.

Children’s Trust Fund of Michigan, or CTF | https://www.michigan.gov/ctf/ 

Children’s Trust Fund is the only statewide organization in Michigan whose sole focus is to proactively support programs with education, funding and resources across  
the state with a goal of preventing child abuse and neglect.

Michigan Professional Society on the Abuse of Children, or MiPSAC | https://www.mipsac.org/

MiPSAC is a statewide organization that focuses on meeting the needs of professionals engaged in all aspects of services for maltreated children and their families.

MI Bridges | https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/

MI Bridges is a convenient, MDDHS-run program that offers Michigan residents the resources they need, from health care coverage and assistance programs to  
emergency relief. More than 30,000 state and local resources are available to help Michiganders achieve stability in their lives.

Organizations, programs and resources

Follow Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan on:

W006721

http://www.acmh-mi.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/ctf/
https://www.mipsac.org/
https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/bcbsmichigan/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/blue-cross-blue-shield-of-michigan
https://twitter.com/BCBSM
https://www.facebook.com/BCBSM/

