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• Rx Kids background
• Numbers to date in 

Flint
• Research
• Expansion!
• Q&A



Income drops around childbirth



The science of child 
allowances
• Evidence from various cash transfers in high-

income countries include
• Increased:

oBreastfeeding
oChildhood vaccines
oEducational attainment
oSelf-rated health
oParent expenditures on 

children
oTime learning 
oHealthy food 

consumption

• Decreased
oLow birth weight
oPremature births
oPoor childhood cognitive 

development
oPsych symptoms 
oCriminal behavior

And more!



The science of child 
allowances
• US evidence: Expanded Child Tax Credit in 2021

• Unconditional cash allowances
• Families spent $ on: food, housing, utilities, child enrichments
• Huge success – cut child poverty to all time low (5%) 

and  reduced food insecurity and financial hardship, improved 
health for children and parents, better school performance, 
and reduced incidence of child abuse

• Not renewed
• Many small-scale US pilots

https://www.nber.org/papers/w29285
https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/publication/expanded-child-tax-credit-on-household-spending
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w30533/w30533.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20130375
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00733
https://www.nber.org/papers/w30373
https://www.nber.org/papers/w31733


Rx Kids Program Design



Rx Kids Program Design
Design is science based & parent 
and child partnered
• Targeted universalism

• Every pregnant 
person/newborn in a certain 
place

• No income requirement 
• Efficient and inclusive with 

minimal administrative 
burden

• Unconditional
• No strings-attached
• No requirements

• Framing & narrative 
• Many partners 



Rx Kids Partners
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Public Private Partnership
> $75M committed!

Virtual reality

9%
Message boards Social media Text messages
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Historic TANF Redirection
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) is intended to aid very 

poor families with cash assistance and support. The federal government 
provides this grant to states. 

• TANF non-recurring short term (NRST) benefit covers prenatal ($1500) 
and the first 3 months of life ($500 for 3 months) for low-income people



Rx Kids:
By the Numbers



2,
$2,714,500

Cash prescribed!

As of August 19

980
Super Star 
Families

677
Rx Kids
Babies



Research



Rx Kids Outcomes & Research



2,

626
Rx Kids
Babies

Early findings 



Rx Kids
Expansion



Rx Kids Expansion Options
Universal Perinatal 
Program
• $1500 lump sum
• $500 monthly for the first 3 

months of life
• Less $ to raise

Universal Full 
Program (like Flint)
• $1500 lump sum
• $500 monthly for the first 

12 months of life
• More $ to raise



Rx Kids Expansion
• In July, Gov. Whitmer signed state budget, Rx Kids received 

$20M in TANF for Rx Kids Expansion!!!

• HUGE! HISTORIC!

• In partnership with state leadership, legislative leaders, 
foundations, nonprofits, moms, and more… we have been 
working to identify communities of need with interest in Rx Kids





Vetting

• Core group of funders expressed interest in direct cash
• Nationwide scan of models
• Identification of Rx Kids as ideal model due to connection 

to other initiatives/community issues

Building

• Coalition building—engaging with stakeholders to 
explore the what if’s, unintended impacts

• Development of Local Written Brief to Share with 
Potential Stakeholders (inc. cost projections)

• Community Pulse Check- Survey of Pregnant Moms

Executing

• Formalizing Support & Advocating for FY 25 Budget 
Inclusion 

• Fund Development (ongoing) 
• Implementation planning—how do we maximize impact 

in our local context
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Key Ingredients in 
Kalamazoo 
• Lead person(s) and/or entity to facilitate/convene 

and document
• Knowledge of community context and partners 

whose work intersects with Rx Kids 
• Open dialogue regarding concerns/objections 

(general and local) so they can be overcome
• Diversity of thought/experience/identities as early 

in exploration as possible
• Constant cadence of communication



Thank You!

7/13/20XX Conference presentation

@flintrxkids

Rx-Kids@msu.edu
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