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Medical Policy

Joint Medical Policies are a source for BCBSM and BCN medical policy information only.
These documents are not to be used to determine benefits or reimbursement. Please
reference the appropriate certificate or contract for benefit information.
____________________________________________________________________________
Category: Medicine
*Current Policy Effective Date: 9/1/08

Title: Alopecia Treatment

Procedure Code(s):
15775, 15776

____________________________________________________________________________
Description/Background
Alopecia is the absence or loss of hair. This condition may result from normal physiologic
changes or as part of the aging process, or as a result of the effects of serious illness,
medications, endocrine disorders, certain forms of dermatitis, hereditary factors, radiation, burns
or other conditions.
The human hair varies widely in its color and texture. Thickness and the amount of body hair a
person has depends on age, sex, race and genetic makeup. Hair is made up of a protein called
keratin; the hair above the skin level is a string of dead keratin cells. The average adult loses
up to 100 of them a day. This is normal and someone with thick hair can even lose up to 300 a
day.
A gradual thinning of the hair is natural in both men and women with aging. This is known as
involutional alopecia. The hair follicles go into a telogenic or resting stage. The remaining hairs
become shorter and fewer in number. Androgenic alopecia is a genetically predisposed
condition that affects both men and women. Men can begin losing their hair as early as their
teens or early 20's. A receding hairline and gradual disappearance of hair from the crown is
called male pattern baldness. Most women do not have noticeable thinning hair until their 40's
or later. In women, female pattern baldness is typically a general thinning over the entire scalp,
with the most hair loss at the crown.
Patchy hair loss in children and young adults is called alopecia areata and is usually sudden in
onset. This sometimes results in complete baldness, but in 90% of cases, the hair returns
(*See policy history boxes for any previous effective dates, if applicable)
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within a few years. Alopecia universalis results in all the hair on the body falling out (including
the eyebrows and lashes) with a slight chance of regrowth, especially when it occurs in
children. It is currently unknown why alopecia areata and alopecia universalis occur. Although
most cases of alopecia areata are resolved naturally, some doctors may try to speed recovery
with hormone therapy or corticosteroid therapy. The treatment can be long and painful and
may cause permanent scarring on the scalp brought on by atrophy.
There are many unnatural causes for premature hair loss. Bleaching, dyeing, permanent
waves, tight braiding, blow drying, hot curlers, using hair picks and other chemical preparations
can contribute to overall thinning by making hair weak and brittle and by causing the hair
follicles to scar. In most cases, the hair grows with proper care when the source of the damage
is removed. However, severe damage to the scalp or follicles can cause permanent bald
patches.
Temporary hair loss can be caused by a high fever, severe illness, thyroid disorders, vitamin
deficiencies, drug treatment (like chemotherapy, anticoagulants and retinoids), beta-blockers (to
lower blood pressure) and oral contraceptives. It also can be caused by x-rays, scalp injuries
and exposure to chemicals (including those to purify pool water, cleaning supplies and other
chemical agents).
Very little can actually be done to reverse the balding process. Preparations containing
minoxidil appear to provide moderate regrowth on balding spots, although it seems to work
better in younger people that have just started to lose their hair. More than 50% of minoxidil
users claim that it thickens hair and slows future hair loss, but the one drawback is you must
continue to use it or hair loss will continue. Some users experience skin irritation, resulting in
further hair loss. A new oral drug called Propecia is currently on the market. It has shown
marked success but with all medications, there are side effects.
Hair transplantation involves the relocation of plugs of skin from parts of the scalp containing
active hair follicles to bald areas. A form of cosmetic surgery called scalp reduction involves
tightening the scalp so that hair-bearing skin from the back and sides of the head is pulled
toward the crown. Like hair transplants, the process is both painful and expensive; it also does
nothing to stop genetic or age-related hair loss.
For cosmetic reasons, many people turn to wigs, hairpieces, weaving or even tattooing to
replace lost eyebrows and eyelashes.
____________________________________________________________________________
CPT/HCPCS Level II Codes and Description (Note: The inclusion of a code in this list is
not a guarantee of coverage. Please refer to the medical policy statement to determine the status of a
given procedure)

Established codes:
15775
Punch graft for hair transplant; 1 to 15 punch grafts
15776
Punch graft for hair transplant: more than 15 punch grafts
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____________________________________________________________________________
Diagnoses/Medical Conditions
•

Malignant neoplasm of skin, parts of face
Carcinoma in situ of skin of other parts of face
•
Carcinoma in situ of skin, specific sites of skin
•
Neoplasm of uncertain behavior skin
•
Burn of face, head neck blisters, epidermal loss (second degree) forehead and cheek
•
Burn of face, full thickness skin loss forehead and cheek
____________________________________________________________________________
•

Medical Policy Statement
Treatment for the underlying medical condition resulting in alopecia is considered established
(e.g., correction of thyroid disorder, autoimmune diseases, selected tumors of the scalp, burns).
Such treatment may not improve the alopecia or may even cause it (e.g., chemotherapy).
Punch graft for the treatment of alopecia is considered established for such individuals who
have carcinoma in situ, selected tumors or burns of the face involving the eyebrows.
The following treatments are considered to be experimental/investigational:
• Treatment when due to normal physiologic changes of aging and/or hereditary factors (e.g.,
male/female-patterned baldness).
• Treatment to impede further normal hair loss or to regrow lost (e.g., hair transplants) hair.
NOTE: Some groups may have the wig benefit for members under age 18 suffering from
hair loss due to chemotherapy treatments. Wigs and related supplies may be
considered medically appropriate when prescribed by a physician at intervals of 12
months or more with diagnoses 140.00-208.99 and 230.00-239.99, effective 1/1/00.
Rationale
Reconstructive surgery is performed on abnormal structures of the body, caused by
congenital defects, developmental abnormalities, trauma, infection, tumors, involutional
defects or disease. It is generally performed to improve function, but may also be done to
approximate a normal appearance.
Medical Policy Position Summary (Non-clinical summary statement for
customer use)

Alopecia is the absence or loss of hair. This condition may result from the effects of a
serious illness, medications, chemotherapy, hereditary factors, burns or radiation. Hair
transplantation involves the relocation of plugs of skin from parts of the scalp containing
active hair follicles to bald areas.
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Treatment for the underlying medical condition resulting in alopecia is considered
established (e.g., correction of thyroid disorder, etc.). Such treatment may not improve the
alopecia or may even cause it (e.g., chemotherapy). Punch graft for the treatment of
alopecia is considered established for individuals who have carcinoma in situ, selected
tumors and burns of the face.
The following treatments are considered to be experimental/investigational:
• Treatment when due to normal physiologic changes of aging and/or hereditary factors
(e.g., male/female-patterned baldness).
• Treatment to impede further normal hair loss or to regrow lost hair (e.g., hair
transplants).
NOTE: Some groups may consider wigs to be medically appropriate for members
under age 18 suffering from hair loss due to chemotherapy treatments. Wigs and
related supplies must be prescribed by a physician at intervals of 12 months or more
with diagnoses 140.00-208.99 and 230.00-239.99, effective 1/1/00.
____________________________________________________________________________
Inclusionary and Exclusionary Guidelines (Clinically based guidelines that may
support individual consideration and pre-authorization decisions)

Punch graft hair transplant (CPT 15775-15776) may be considered reconstructive when it is
performed for eyebrow(s) replacement following a burn injury or tumor removal.
____________________________________________________________________________
Related Policies
N/A
___________________________________________________________________________
Medicare Information
Wisconsin Physicians Service (WPS), “Cosmetic and Reconstructive Surgery,” #GSURG-032,
11/01/2006.
“Punch graft hair transplant (CPT 15775-15776) may be considered reconstructive when it is
performed for eyebrow(s) replacement following a burn injury or tumor removal (ICD-(codes
173.3, 216.3, 232.3, 232.8, 238.2, 959.01, 941.27, 941.37).
Cranial prostheses (wigs) are non-covered by Medicare.
(The above Medicare information is current as of the review date for this policy. However, the
coverage issues and policies maintained by the Centers for Medicare & Medicare Services [CMS,
formerly HCFA] are updated and/or revised periodically. Therefore, the most current CMS
information may not be contained in this document. For the most current information, the reader
should contact an official Medicare source.)
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___________________________________________________________________________
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for relevant medical references through May 15, 2008, the date the research was completed.
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Joint BCBSM/BCN Medical Policy History
Policy
Effective Date

BCBSM
Signature Date

BCN
Signature Date

3/28/02

3/28/02

3/28/02

Joint policy established

11/18/03

11/18/03

11/18/03

Policy retired

7/1/07

6/30/07

6/30/07

Maintenance, medical policy
statement changed.

9/1/08

7/28/08

9/1/08

Policy retired

Comments

Next Review Date: This procedure is established and no longer subject to periodic review.

Pre-Consolidation Medical Policy History
Original Policy Date
BCN:

6/28/01

BCBSM: N/A

Comments
Revised: 6/28/01
Revised: N/A
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BLUE CARE NETWORK BENEFIT COVERAGE
POLICY: ALOPECIA TREATMENTS
I. Short Description
Alopecia is the absence or loss of hair. This condition may result from the effects of a
serious illness, medications, chemotherapy, hereditary factors, burns or radiation. Hair
transplantation involves the relocation of plugs of skin from parts of the scalp containing
active hair follicles to bald areas.
Treatment for the underlying medical condition resulting in alopecia is considered
established (e.g., correction of thyroid disorder, etc.). Such treatment may not improve
the alopecia or may even cause it (e.g., chemotherapy). Punch graft for the treatment of
alopecia is considered established for individuals who have carcinoma in situ, selected
tumors and burns of the face.
The following treatments are considered to be experimental/investigational:
• Treatment when due to normal physiologic changes of aging and/or hereditary factors
(e.g., male/female-patterned baldness).
• Treatment to impede further normal hair loss or to regrow lost hair (e.g., hair
transplants).
II. Coverage Determination:
Commercial HMO
(includes Self-Funded
groups unless otherwise
specified)
BCNA (Medicare
Advantage)
BCN65 (Medicare
Complementary)
BlueCaid

Covered, policy guidelines apply

Covered, Medicare and policy guidelines apply
Coinsurance covered if primary Medicare covers the
service.
Covered, policy guidelines apply

III. Administrative Guidelines:
• The member's contract must be active at the time the service is rendered.
• The service must be authorized by the member's PCP except for Self-Referral Option

(SRO) members seeking Tier 2 coverage.
• Services must be performed by a BCN-contracted provider, if available, except for
Self-Referral Option (SRO) members seeking Tier 2 coverage.
• Payment is based on BCN payment rules, individual certificate benefits and certificate
riders.
• Appropriate copayments will apply. Refer to certificate and applicable riders for
detailed information.
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• CPT - HCPCS codes are used for descriptive purposes only and are not a guarantee

of coverage.
V.

Effective Date:
Policy updated: 11/18/03; 7/1/07, 9/1/08
Joint policy effective date: 3/28/02
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